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***PRESS RELEASE*** 
  

NEW STANDARDS FOR PLAYWORK 
SkillsActive, the Sector Skills Council for Active Leisure and Learning, are pleased to announce 
the approval of Level 3 and 4 Standards for the Playwork Sector. 
The updated Level 3 and new Level 4 National Occupational Standards (NOS), have this week, 
been approved by a UK Coordinating Group on behalf of the Qualifications and Curriculum 
Authority (QCA). 

The revised Level 3 Scottish/National Vocational Qualifications (S/NVQ) in Playwork will now 
include five mandatory units and four optional units from a choice of 12.  All the Units in the 
Standards are new, and have been revised to reflect current job roles and responsibilities in the 
Playwork Sector. 

There are now three Level 3 and two Level 4 units shared with the Child Care Learning and 
Development National Occupational Standards - units which are relevant to working with 
children of any age. This step was taken following consultation with both Sectors about Cross 
Sector working. 
Stella Ziolkowski, Head of Workforce Development at the National Day Nurseries Association 
said: “We would like to congratulate SkillsActive on the approval of the new Playwork 
Standards at Level 3 and 4. 
  
“The Standards now incorporate units shared with Children’s Care Learning and Development, 
which is an excellent step forward for Playwork and Child Care professionals.” 
  
 The approval of the Level 4 Standards for Playwork is an exciting development for the sector – 
an industry first. The Standards include advanced practitioner and playwork management units 
as well as generic management units.  

Awarding Bodies have already expressed interest in the new Standards, and they can now be 
used to develop new qualifications, including S/NVQs. 

Following a meeting with their Playwork External Verifiers to keep up-to-date with issues from 
the Sector, Dominic Sutton from Edexcel said: “We owe it our learners to give them 
progression opportunities beyond Level 3.   

“We will definitely be exploring the viability of offering a Playwork S/NVQ in Playwork at Level 
4.” 

Following further development and approval, new versions of S/NVQs in Playwork will be on 
the QCA National Qualifications Framework from summer 2005  
  



 For more information on Playwork please contact: 
  

Julia Richards 
Tel: 01865247 499 
Email: julia.richards@skillsactive.com  

 
  
For more information on SkillsActive please contact: 
  

Shelly Beresford 
Tel: 020 7632 2033 
Email: shelly.beresford@skillsactive.com 

  
NOTES TO EDITORS 
  

1. SkillsActive is the Sector Skills Council (SSC) for Sport and Recreation, Health and 
Fitness, Playwork, The Outdoors and the Caravan industries.  

  
2.   SkillsActive’s mission statement is: “To ensure best quality, best business and best value 

within the Sector to achieve its economic and social potential.” 
  

3.   SSCs are employer-led organisations that aim to tackle the skills and productivity needs 
of their sector throughout the UK. SSCs provide employers with the opportunity to 
provide leadership to meet their sector’s skills and business needs.  In return they 
receive substantial public investment and greater dialogue with government departments 
across the UK. 

  
4. For more information about SkillsActive, please visit our website @ 

www.skillsactive.com  
  
  
  
  
 


